Dear Diane, 

Your letter of the 21 at came this morning, along with many others requiring immediate 
response. I answer yours first because I know you must be lonely and troubled and getting 
any kind of word that doesn’t begin "bitch" may cheer you a little* 

I’m also more tired than usual* Thoro has been a break in the weather. It baa been 
dry and not as cold, so I spent what it now turns out was too much time yesterday and 
Saturday in what I intend as a joke, liberating trees I want to savo from tlie repressive 
influences of honeysuckle, climbing poison, groenbiiers (good 50 feet long!), wild grapes 
(as long as the greenbrier and with stems so thick I’ve been burning them in the fire- 
place), and an assortment of trash trees* I ache and I’m weury* Your tale about your 
father ’ 3 pecan tree makes mo think of my regrot at having to take down a large and crooked 
sassafraas tree* The sap was rising* It Was so aromatic I save the larger chips and took 
them to the house for Lil’s enjoyment* We like tho aroma* However, this particular tree 
was a jeopardy to a number of spruce I prefer, including some small ones I’ll transplant, 
so it had to go, despite my liking for the s* trees* In this there is also a moral and a 
bit of philosophy* So, I've been running the fireplace full time, not just night3, easier 
in tills cold clime when Lil has to set up a separate office for her tax work in the living 
room, near tho fireplace. The rest of the house can be colder. The kitchen isn’t because 
there is almost no wall between It and the living room. 

. I’d expiated to liberate the cleared ground from assorted brambled today, but neither 
my fatiguo nor the mail will permit that* We want to use this cleared ground for a garden, 
and nov/ is tho time. The tulips are up two inches or more, the robins made their first 
appearance yestorday, so spring is near* 

Today’s letter was marked 10* 9 and none of the otliers that didn t come have* 

It is not easy to counsel you because there is too much I don't know* I remind you 
again of my oft-repeated requests for responsiveness. You are talking about tliinks I do 
not really understand* Perhaps you can 3 end mo tho letters in question* And this reminds 
me of something else I'd like you to keep in mind, the old saying tliat the past is pro- 
logue* Several times I’ve tried to get you to sort things out for me or put me in a posi- 
tion to, the last at the last steak dinner* D©f 0 re that when I wa3 at Kattte* V/hen I am 
in ignorance or in doubt, I am limited* X don^t like to do what I’m not reasonably certain 
about and you’ve assured uncertainties* Please make some effort to give mo an independent 
understanding, not just your representation, interpretation or paraphrase* 

By the way. I'll not have time to correct my typos* 

inhere is a warmth in your reflections of your girlhood and some of your experiences* 

The turtle story does not surprise me* The fact is you also have an affinity for reptiles* 

I remember tliat you got real uptight on the trip we took to C a rville when a turtle ran 
to a lovee and I hit or almost lilt it, not being able to avoid it* And I remember one 
morning when wo were breakfasting at a drive-in on Metairie Road how you enjoyed a small 
lizard running accross the top of a board fence* 

If Scott did not get my first letter at least before he saw you Wednesday, the mail 

was delayed. With the 18th a Sunday and the 10th a holiday, that is not impossible* Ho 

could not have gotten tho one I wrote him the 20th, but all should have readied liim by 
now. I hopo I hear from liim. 

As long as he is ycur attorney, he has to know everything there is to know about 

you or ho is crippled in defending you. Thi3 also moans everything that can bo alleged 

against you. If your parents really intend what you say, then he has to know tliat in 

detail, too. On the other hand, he is bound by confidentiality* That is, he can’t make 

any misuse of anything ho gets* 

Taking your quote of Bcott at face value, two the more obvious possibilities are 
that the charges against you are other than you have represented to me agate and ho is 
persuaded they are valid or tliat you have turned him off, offended him* However, before 
you fire him, you should have a replacement* If you want advice from me on this point, 

^ust have what you have not given me, including the full charges against you and what 
they are based on* And truthfully* No interpretations. I can make my own and I do not 
begin prejudiced against you* You can fire him as late was when you get into court* If 
you do it now you’ll have one appointed and tliat may be the fryingpan, which is hotter 
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picture of the sweet little girl, all decked oub to frills and bows. That should be 
less unpleasant, but it is also not a substitute for the info I need. 

This is not a hassle but a statement of fact: it is past time for a little un- 
selfishness. Xt is both time and past tine for fear. 3p, please servo toth our interests 
with a long-delayed levelling. 

A »‘ this letter you say nothing about your ncaical condition. If I wanted to hostile, 
Icould say that in this regard it is not consistent with what you have said in the past 
about it. It is one- of the tilings I raioeu Immediately with Scott. I'd like to know 
the scoop. 

Remember Bobby's at -itudo toward his cuid? If tliere is no parullel here, I'd like to 
see something meaningful by way of a different attitude from you. 

Of course I'm sorry about the present lawyer situation. I presume you 'll keep 
me posted. I'd like to understand it as I now can't. 

I've taken more tine than l'd planned or really have. Oo though and do likewise. 

If you read those passages from the • u lblo to which I referred you, it nay be easier. 
m you r spirits and your china up! 'fry not to depress mine with further avpidances# 

And lot uo hope that the situation ia one about wldcH something cm be done, 

°b, yes, you raiaed the question of bond, yet you appear to have done nothing further 
about it when you were witli Scott# if you get to post it, what vrill you then do, begin - 
ning with whore you will stAy, wlmt kind of otirrounclinga they \d.ll bo eto», 

Shalom! 



Harold Weisborg 



